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These activities are designed to give students an insight into the text’s themes, issues 
and ideas before reading the poem itself. 
 
1. Find portraits from the internet of various people from various times and display 

them on a projector/IWB or print out copies for allocation to different groups of 
students. Students should then craft monologues or invent stories behind the 
creation of the portraits and think about the different characters or voices involved. 

 
 
2. Trophy wives (Discussing and listening/presenting) 

 
Ask students to collect images from the media depicting these stereotypes and look 
at one of the themes from ‘My Last Duchess’ in a modern context. Use the prompts 
below either for a whole class discussion or to help students to prepare a 
presentation for the class: 

 
 What makes the ideal ‘trophy wife’? 
 How is their lifestyle portrayed?  
 Why do so many people envy this lifestyle? Or do they? 
 Should men have all the power in a relationship? 
 What happens at the end of such a relationship? 

 
 
3. Who is most guilty? (Discussing and listening) 

 
Students could either work in pairs or groups. Give students the following list of 
crimes or scenarios: 

 
 A man who murders his wife 
 A man who gives orders for his wife to be killed but doesn’t actually carry it out 

himself 
 A woman who flirts with another man although she is married 
 A man who suspects that another man has murdered his wife yet does nothing 

about it 
 A wife who doesn’t show gratitude or respect towards her husband for marrying 

her 
 A man who treats his wife as a possession 
 A woman who enjoys trivial things in life – like a sunset – because they make her 

happy 
 A father who allows his daughter to marry a man who is suspected of murdering a 

previous wife 
 

Ask them to put these in order of most to least guilty. This could be done by plotting 
the ideas on the ‘Who is most guilty?’ sheet or, more physically, by attributing a 
crime/scenario to individual students and asking them to stand in the correct place: 
the closer to the centre, the more guilty. 
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Who is most guilty? 
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4. Call my bluff 
 
This task helps students to become more familiar with some of the vocabulary from 
the poem. Students read out the word with the correct definition and two false ones 
from the cards on the following pages. The rest of the group or class try to work out 
the true meaning. This can be done as a whole class activity or in smaller groups.  

 
 
5. Read the poem aloud four times. Ask students, on each reading, to make notes on 

their initial thoughts or questions on a different aspect of the poem: 
 

 Who are the main characters and what do you learn about them? 

 The poem tells a story. What do you think this is? Identify some of the key events. 

 What are your first impressions of the narrator/speaker? 

 What do you notice about the sounds or patterns of the rhythm and rhyme as it is 
read to you? 

 
 
6. Archaeological dig 

 
Show the class a variety of objects that represent the themes, content or ideas of 
the poem. Ask students to make predictions about the poem as they see each item. 
After reading the poem, students can refer back to these predictions to see whether 
they were accurate or not. They could also make their own collection of props or 
make a mood board depicting images that relate to the text. Suggested objects are: 
wedding veil, confetti, artist’s paintbrush, Monopoly money, hearts, knife, portrait.  
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‘Call my bluff’ cards 
 

 

 countenance  

 

 

A method of 
calculating a persons 

age based on the 
number of wrinkles 
they have on their 

face 

 

The appearance 
conveyed by a 
person’s face 

 

The son of a minor 
member of the royal 

family 

 

 

 

 

 earnest  

 

 

Seriousness or fixed 
determination 

 

The highest rate of 
payment in arranging 

a marriage 

 

The main wager 
earner in a family 

 

 

 

 

 durst  

 

 

Dare 

 

A layer of dust in a 
stately home 

 

A breed of dog 
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 mantle  

 

 

A piece of clothing 
like an open robe or 

cloak 

 

The chief servant in 
a stately home 

 

The jaws of a lobster 
or crab 

 

 

 

 

 trifling  

 

 

A type of dessert 
containing jelly, 
custard and fruit 

 

Not worth 
considering – of little 

importance 

 

A three-wheeled 
bridal carriage 

 

 

 

 

 munificence  

 

 

Generous of spirit, 
giving lots of gifts 

 

A hail of bullets or 
shells 

 

Amazing, fantastic 
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 dowry  

 

 

Money or property 
brought by a woman 

to her husband at 
the time of marriage 

 

Dull or boring 

 

A young bird of prey 

 

 

 

 

 Neptune  

 

 

A type of food  
– a pizza 

 

The Roman god of 
the sea 

 

The music played as 
the bride walks up 

the aisle 

 

 

 

 

 courtesy  

 

 

Polite behaviour 

 

The female 
equivalent of a bow 

 

A legal document 
which newly married 
couples are required 

to sign 

 

 

 


