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1. Storyboards 
 
Students explore the language and imagery in a creative manner. To explore the 
speakers and characters, they give each new ‘voice’ a different shaped box. 
 
 
2. Travel writing 
 

 Use the poem as a stimulus for non-fiction writing. Students research the 
background of Ozymandias/Ramesses and write an extract for a holiday brochure 
inviting other travellers to visit. 

 Students explore the conventions of literary travel writing and use the poem to 
write a travelogue/diary description of their ‘visit’ to the ‘antique land’. 

 Similarly, students write a postcard from a traveller on holiday in the ‘antique 
land’, describing what they saw. 

 
 
3. Fable writing 
 
Students re-work the poem into a fable. This works well for Higher Tier students. Using 
‘Pride comes before a fall’, students use the ‘characters’ and voices behind the poem to 
construct a short fable. As an extension task, students annotate their fable with 
quotations from the poem to indicate where and how they have used it. 
 
 
4. Versioning   
 
Students create a contemporary prose version of the poem. They could: 
 

 write it in ‘modern’ standard English, or more colloquial, informal English 

 write a version for children 

 write an archaeological report 

 create a film trailer 

 write a fairytale 

 write a newspaper story (tabloid or broadsheet). 
 
 
5. Zooming in 
 
Students make an honest appraisal of the poem. Taking your lead from their responses, 
focus on the detail – how the language of the poem contributes to their ideas, for 
example:  
 

 Which five words do they find most intriguing?  

 Which aspects of the poem do they find frustrating? 

 Which three adjectives are most characteristic of Shelley’s style? 

 Which five words most contribute to the feeling of antiquity/otherness/power, 
etc? 

 


